All About Year 6 2019
General Information

In Year 6, our aim is to develop the children both academically and emotionally so that by the end of Year 6 they are secondary ready.  Your children will be encouraged to push through any barriers and show them what they can achieve when they aspire to do the very best they can.
It is a very busy time in Year 6 academically but there are also many other events that take place that are unique to this year group. Here are just a few of the events we will be taking part in throughout the year:

*Camp at Knapp House *London  *The Revealed Group – (led by Adele) building self-esteem and strategies for dealing with our different emotions  *Jobs – all children in the class are allocated jobs such as ‘Clean Up Crew’ after lunch and Office Assistants at lunch time.  *House Captains leading Time to Talk discussion (this month we have celebrated Black History Month)   *Life Skills and First Aid Training at Bristol  

*Booster work (both in and after school)  * SATs   *Camp / Activity Days Part 2!   *Transition Days at Churchill Academy including Drama Days led by Year 10 students / Transition Days for other schools also   *  Visits from Churchill Academy staff to Banwell   *Key Stage 2 Production    * Leavers’ Service  
*Leavers’ Party  *Puxton Park during the final week. 
School Values: Aspiration, Confidence, Courage, Curiosity, Kindness, Respect and Resilience 

Our school values are very important and underpin everything we do in school.  As a class we are having a very big focus on RESILIENCE, COURAGE AND ASPIRATION.  We want to see them ‘digging deep’ in their learning and not just accepting their work is ‘finished’ as soon as it is done or saying, ‘I can’t do it.’ They have to persevere and not give up until they are sure they have done their very best learning.  Now the children have settled into Year 6 and are beginning to see what we expect from them, we are confident that with your support, they will continue to develop that positive and resilient attitude that will be needed to meet the end of Key Stage expectations.  
English Writing 

Our writing curriculum is linked to our project and children will write for the purposes of entertaining, informing, persuading and discussing. We are working very hard on the content of their writing, for example,   for non-fiction writing they will need to be able to research, make notes and turn this into coherent paragraphs.  For their fictional writing, we have been building the children’s vocabulary and expecting them to use a thesaurus or any of our word mats that give them synonyms for everyday words; for example, instead of using  the word ‘sad’, we could say ‘melancholy’. We are also developing their editing skills so that they get into the habit of redrafting and improving and not simply accepting the first sentences they might think of.  This requires both stamina and effort which we are working hard to build on with the children.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar are an important part of children’s writing and in order to achieve the KS2 standard, the children need to have joined-up and legible handwriting and be able to punctuate accurately as well as being able to apply spelling rules to words they use in their writing. There will be a greater emphasis on this in class especially with the punctuation and spelling.  
Reading

Children are encouraged to read their own books for pleasure and after half term they will be given a group reading book, which they need to keep up with during the term. 

Eloquence 

We will be developing the children’s verbal communication skills this year in all aspects of the curriculum as research has shown that this is vital for all children’s learning.  Time to Talk, which the house captains and Year 6 children lead in their houses, takes place fortnightly and provides an important forum for children to share their views on different topics. 
Maths

We are developing a mastery curriculum in maths, which has problem solving at its very heart. In order to be good at this, the children need to be fluent in recalling number facts (including tables) and confident in arithmetic. We are teaching the children to have a real sense of number awareness and to develop their mathematical thinking. To be good at tables is essential for this and we will be continuing with TT Rockstars which they can also access at home. Even if your child struggles to recall the times tables, please persevere and do this as often as you can as we cannot stress enough how much this is needed for Maths in Year 6.
Homework

As a class, we have now decided to have revision workbooks for homework which will be: Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation, Maths and Reading. We will ask them to complete a page of Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation on a Monday, Maths on a Tuesday, and Reading Comprehension on a Wednesday or Thursday.  If the children want to do more (which many have asked if they can, the answer is a very definite YES!)  

Homework will need to be completed for the next day as this helps the children set up routines for getting homework done and enables it to be a more integral part of their learning. Each homework should take a maximum of ½ hour to complete and the presentation should reflect how they present work in school.  

If for some reason your child is not able to find half an hour to complete their homework on a certain night, please make a note in their homework book and they can either do it the next night or at lunchtime. They will be able to self-mark at school and ask for help if they are struggling with a particular section.  Please write any notes or comments on the work they complete, whether it be to tell me how well they worked or if they need more help.

It is very important the children look after these books.  Purchasing three book for each child is very costly and unfortunately we will not be able to replace them if they are lost or damaged.  I will give them a folder to keep them in.
SATs Week 

Academic progress in Year 6 takes off in the Spring Term and by the time SATs arrive the children usually look forward to taking them and showing what they can do after working so hard throughout the year.  They enjoy the whole process of booster work both in class and after school, 1:1 teaching, SATs week itself and the party afterwards! 
SAT Papers

Maths : There will be an arithmetic paper (30 minutes)  and two reasoning papers which take 40 minutes each. 
English:  A reading paper which has three separate reading comprehensions and takes one hour (including reading time)

Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation paper (SPAG) is one paper which takes 45 minutes.

Writing is teacher assessed and moderated at the end of the year and so there is no written test in this.
The aim is for the children to meet the national standards for Key Stage 2 and to also have the opportunity to achieve these standards in greater depth which is above the standard level. The children have been reassured that however their needs are met in class, for example, if they regularly work with an adult, whether it be to boost their confidence, ensure they are on task or to help them understand what they are doing, this will happen during the SATs. They obviously won’t be helped with answers but we will ensure their well-being is looked after and the experience is a positive one. 
E-Safety

As we are sure you are aware, the internet, although a fantastic and useful tool, allows access to a great deal of content and material that is highly unsuitable for Year 6 children. Through our ICT lessons we will be tackling this issue by teaching the children both respect and caution when using the internet and practicing how to access the internet confidently and safely. To help protect your children, we therefore advise that you regularly monitor your children’s internet use and make yourself aware of any online material they may have accessed or been exposed to across all platforms (this may include computers, laptops, tablets, phones and games consoles). You should use the security settings on such devices to filter inappropriate websites and content. Please see us in school if you would like some support or advice on how to edit safety settings or have any concerns about your child’s internet activity. 
P.E.
Please make sure that your child has a school PE kit ( white top and plain dark cycling shorts/ shorts) and trainers and daps in school at all times. They may wear joggers and extra jumpers when the weather is colder. We will also be ‘Running a Mile’ during the week to improve the children’s fitness. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me via email, telephone or pop into see me if there is anything you are concerned about. I appreciate the regular contact with you as parents and hope this will continue throughout the year.
And finally… your children are incredible!  They really are a delight to teach and it is exciting to see them progressing and maturing already as they get used to being in Year 6.  If the year continues as well as it has started, I know we will have an action-packed, fun-filled year.  
Kind regards 

Sam Nicholson, Michele Jenkinson, Jocelyn Brien and Amy Gustar
